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TERESA LONGYEAR — DAVID BULL
FINE ART CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION INC.

SEVENTEEN EAST SEVENTY-SIXTH STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021

January 30, 2015

Re: Edouard Manet
Berthe Morisot on a Divan
19 7/16 x 25 Y in. (49.4 x 64.2 cm)

As you have requested, I am setting forth my observations about the above painting which I
examined in detail prior to embarking upon some minor restoration, cleaning, and re-vamishing.
As a part of this process I also looked over four separate studies that were made in prior years,
beginning in 1978 by two prominent conservators and two researchers.

Historical Record

I examined a number of historical documents prior to commencement.

1.

The painting, entitled “Femme couchée,” is included in Leon Leenhoff’s Register of
Manet Works as No. 291, compiled about 1880, with correct dimensions, with the

notation “attribué a la Duchesse Colona.” (Exhibit #1)

An unpublished letter from Berthe Morisot to Suzanne Manet in 1883 explains that
Edouard Manet had promised the painting to (Adele d’ Affry), the Duchesse de
Castiglione-colonna (who had died in 1879) and requests that it be given to (her
mother) the Comtesse d’ Affry who was passing through Paris. (Exhibit #2)

The painting was photographed by Femand Lochard, the Manet estate photographer,
using a wet plate collodion process that was common in the late nineteenth century..
A record of this photograph (described as “de mauvaise qualité” in the letter of
transmittal) exists at the Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris. It accurately depicts the
figure of Berthe Morisot and very limited portions of the rest of the painting, but the
blue-green canopy and the brown background are substantially missing. (Exhibits #3

and #4)
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