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Description: Kingdom of Macedon, Philip II, 359-336 Amphipolis Tetradrachm circa 348-342 
BCE, AR 24.00 mm., 14.39 g.Laureate head of Zeus r. Rev. Nude jockey riding horse walking r., 
holding long palm branch in his r. hand and the reins with his l.; below raised foreleg of horse, 
amphora. Le Rider 245. SNG ANS 499.Old cabinet tone and Very fineFrom the collection of a 
Mentor. 
 
The reign of Phillip II, father of Alexander the Great, marked a major turning point in the history of 
the Greek world.  His plan was to make himself master of Greece and then undertake the conquest of 
the traditional enemy of the Greeks, the Persian Empire.  The first part of his ambition was achieved, 
but the assassins hand struck down the king before he was able to begin his attack on Acheamenid 
territory.  In order to finance his military operations Philip instituted a large scale coinage of gold and 
silver denominations.  His tetradrachm were struck on the Thraco-Macedonia standard of about 14.4 
grams, while his son and successor Alexander the Great adopted the Attic standard of about 17.2 
grams.  The types doubtless refer to Phillip’s equestrian victory at the Olympian Games of 356 BC.  
The head is that of the Olympian Zeus, while the boy-jockey symbolizes the king’s success in the 
racehorse event.  Coinage in Phillip’s name continued long after his death and served the needs of the 
northern territories of the Macedonian kingdom.  This late variant, from the Amphilopolis mint, 
probably belongs to the years following the death of Alexander when the vast realm was nominally 
ruled by the great conqueror’s half brother Phillip III Arrhidaeus, son of Phillip II and Philinna. 
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The information provided on this certificate has been researched in good faith by the signatory utilizing 20 years of 
professional experience in ancient numismatics. However, no guarantee is made regarding the accuracy of any of the 
opinions or data conveyed above and no liability of any kind is assumed. It should be borne in mind that the authentication 
and grading of ancient coins is subjective and opinions can, and do, vary among experts. 


